hen this homeowner approached Vision
Homes to build his new house, he realized a
Mediterranean style would best fit this west-
of-the-Trail neighborhood, but his tastes and his exten-
sive collection of contemporary art were decidedly less
ornate than the carved columns and dark wood of the
area’s typical Mizner revival. What Vision Homes brought

to the table was the experience and flexibility to adapt

14 Home & Design

one of its own plans to blend with the neighborhood's
existing architecture while retaining the clean lines and
lightness of space to suit this client's individual lifestyle.
“| think one of the things that is unique about Vision
Homes," says vice president, Michael Padgett of his and
partner Charles Nemec’s six-year-old company “is that,
because our fathers were well-respected builders, we
understand the importance of quality first, but we are
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also young enough to understand today's buyer and to
be more than willing to work with them — not fight them
at every turn — when they want to truly customize.”
Set on a half-acre lot (the site of a teardown) in an
established old Sarasota neighborhood, this 4,500-square-
foot, four-bedroom home does indeed include many ele-
ments of a classic Mediterranean — creamy stucco walls
and a multi-tiered barrel tile roof. But at the homeown-
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er's request, elaborate arches were replaced with clean
square lines; twisted rope columns and cast-stone corbels
and medallions were foregone for a minimalist approach
to ornamentation. With its extensive tropical landscaping
(a half-dozen varieties of palm trees, alone), the resulting
structure blends seamlessly with its neighbors.

What appears for all the world to be a solid carved
oak front door with leaded glass panel and sidelights »
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is actually a high-end fiberglass replica. It stains like wood,
looks and feels like wood, but suffers none of the
swelling and sticking so common with wood over time
in our hot and humid climate.

Inside, maple floors extend throughout the home and
are stained with a cherry stain for a honey hue with a
tinge of red."We went with maple, rather than cherry,
so that it would remain light and clean and not darken
over time,” says Padgett. Indeed the paler hue and tight
grain of these maple floors, combined with 22-foot ceil-
ings, give this space a distinct contemporary flavor.

As an alternative to traditional wood railings,
Vision turned to a local ironworker for polished
stainless-steel stair rails that were custom fabricated
and assembled onsite.

A simple wide arch, faux finished in stone block, opens
to the adjacent dining room, where a double tray ceiling
features a faux bois (wood graining) treatment of blond
hardwood in its recess. Beveled panels of mahogany
stained wood highlight each corner. French doors open
to a private courtyard with fountain. (The homeowner
has installed carbon dioxide emitting mosquito traps on
the property and swears the buzzing pests are not a
problem.) Spare contemporary furnishings of Lucite and
brushed glass and espresso-stained wood complement
the owner’s colorful abstract art.

A wall in the original plan was removed between the
dining and great rooms, eliminating a corridor and creating
a more open loft-like space. A soffit between the two
rooms was added both to zone the space and to conceal
the structural beam that removal of the wall necessitated,
as well as mechanicals.

In the great room, fixtures are all brushed nickel
and stainless steel and furnishings are contemporary »

PREVIOUS PAGE - The creamy stucco walls and multi-tiered

barrel tile roof are classic Mediterranean. But elaborate arches were
replaced with clean square lines; twisted rope columns and cast-stone
corbels and medallions were foregone for a minimalist approach to
ornamentation.

OPPOSITE - Solid maple floors, installed throughout the home,
were chosen for their tight, clean grain and to retain their
lightness of color.
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but avoid starkness with a plush soft chocolate uphol-
stery. On the wall opposite the kitchen a 62-inch plasma
screen is flanked by two unique shelving units. Sleek
blond two-by-six panels are mounted flat on the wall
and support glass display shelves. A |4-foot curving
blond console extends beneath.

In the kitchen, made-to-order cherry cabinets took five
months to arrive from Haly. These truly singular cabinets
combine dark wood, sandblasted glass and stainless steel
panels with an unusual pedestal installation. (Stainless
steel kickplates can be removed for cleaning.) Pale gran-
ite counters and backsplash are highlighted by a tumbled
marble diamond-tile accent panel behind the range.
Foregoing the typical middle island, work counters form
aV shape into the kitchen, while an opposing raised bar
arcs away from the kitchen into the great room.

A downstairs office features a three-sided bump-out
bay and a custom-built wall unit with a deep espresso
stain on the exterior surfaces and a pale blond inside.
The freestanding desk likewise has an espresso dark
base with a blond top and a distinctive glass slab, raised
from the wood top by four-inch stainless steel supports.

The master suite is equally clean and contemporary »

sandblasted glass and stainless steel panels, as well as a pedestal
installation.

PREVIOUS PAGE - The double-stepped ceiling in the dining room was
given an exotic blond faux bois (wood graining) finish, accented by
Jour beveled mahogany-stained panels.

OPPOSITE — An octagonal tray ceiling and glazed faux wall finish
are the only decorative elements in this open airy bedroom. Sleek,
dark wood furnishings warm the space avoiding a stark look.
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ABOVE - Italian cabinels were made-to-order and took five months to
arrive. They feature a truly unusual combination of cherry wood,
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